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	Gov. David Paterson and legislative leaders announced today an agreement to enact $427 million in mid-year legislative budget cuts, one day after the legislature returned to Albany for a special session to address the state's worsening fiscal situation. 

"There's a lot more to do, but the winds of change have come to Albany," said Paterson. 

"We've never gone into the budget in August," he added. "Never made these kinds of cuts before." 

Paterson -- appearing in the Capitol's Red Room with Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos and Minority Leader Malcolm Smith, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and Minority Leader James Tedisco -- said he hoped the cuts would provide a ``cushion'' to get through the current year, but added that the work to address the state's fiscal problems wasn't over. 

"I'm not going to minimize the gravity of this crisis. We are not celebrating. We are partnering," he said. 

Both the Assembly and Senate passed bills to reduce local assistance spending by $97 million, cut new and enhanced executive programs by 50 percent, reduce new legislative program spending by 6 percent, transfer $40 million currently allocated to the Statewide Wireless Network project back to the general fund, reduce member items by $50 million, cut $51 million from the City University of New York, and find $127 million in savings from Medicaid and other health care spending. 

The legislative cuts, combined with Paterson's cuts to the executive budget, will total $1.5 billion in reductions to the 2008-2009 budget. 

Paterson received only 70 percent of the $600 million in legislative cuts he initially called for, but touted the legislature's achievement as ``actually rather historic.'' 

The governor also noted that another $75 million in cuts is currently being negotiated, but would not go into details about where they would come from. 

Democratic and Republican leaders alike were effusive in their praise of Paterson's leadership. 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver said, ``I applaud the governor for his leadership on this issue and so many others over the past few months.'' 

Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos praised Paterson for his approach with the legislature. 

``There is not only a new wind blowing in Albany, but also a new tone,'' he said. ``With Gov. Paterson, he has established a tone of civility.'' 


