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Cattaraugus County's Crystal Abers Receives Excellence in Leadership Award
By the year 2020, experts predict New York State's population of seniors ages 85 years and older will double from the current rate to nearly 1,000,000. 
 
With that backdrop, Cattaraugus County Chair Crystal J. Abers was honored today with the annual NY Connects Excellence in Leadership Award presented by the New York State Office for the Aging (NYSOFA) and the New York Association of Counties (NYSAC) at a ceremony during the Aging Concerns Unite Us (ACUU) conference in Albany. The award is given each year to individuals who have shown leadership in advancing the cause of long term care reform in New York State.
 
Aging population trends specific to Cattaraugus County indicate that there are 12,206 people over the age of 65 living in the county in 2006. That number represents nearly 15 percent of its total population of 81,534. Furthermore, 1,759 of the county's total population is over the age of 85-a number that is expected to double by 2020. 
 
"I am proud to honor Crystal Abers for making a difference in Cattaraugus County for those in need of living assistance. By providing a comprehensive local program for seniors, adults and children with disabilities, Cattaraugus County is indeed making a difference," said NYSAC Executive Director Stephen J. Acquario, as he presented the award with Michael Burgess, Director of the NYS Office of the Aging. 
