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ALBANY, N.Y. -- Governor Paterson is calling on the Senate to pass legislation with or without the leadership dispute settled. 

"I call on the senate to come back into session without prejudice to who's in charge and redefine for the public and themselves who the leader is," said Paterson.

But the suggestion fell on deaf ears.

"I wouldn't agree to that. What the court has said. Is all 62 members should sit down and compromise. And we don't need the governor to do that," said Senator John Sampson.

"First of all, the Governor is not an elected Senator. He's not an elected Senator. Alright. And, if I do recall, he made some disparaging remarks about the coalition," said Senator Dean Skelos.

Instead, coalition members are calling on the governor to get his party in line, saying those senators who refuse to report to work should give back their pay to the state.

"We were hoping the governor would get his democratic colleagues to show up today," said Senator Tom Libous.

"I ask the Governor as the head of the Democratic governor of the state to urge Senators to come and do their job," said Senator Pedro Espada Jr. 

Still, the Governor says it's not his place.

“I'm not telling anyone what to do here, I not asking anyone to act against their own interests," Paterson said.

With no end to this stalemate in sight, senators on both sides of the aisle are utterly frustrated.

"They have to come to work, they absolutely have to come to work," said Senator Jim Alesi.

"Only God can settle this now," Senator Ruben Diaz said. 

But God, Paterson is not. On top of Republican criticism, he's getting calls coming from local municipalities seeking his help to solve this problem before it hurts the financial stability of their governments. The Governor saying emphatically, with separation of powers, neither he nor a judge can do anything about it, other than speak out.

"My not impeding on it is not a sign of weakness it's a sign of strength that understands that I'm following the law," Paterson said.

So if the governor can't do anything, what do his calls for action really mean? Some say it's his chance in this whole debacle to come out the bigger man.

"This was about looking statesman like and perhaps looking at his poll numbers so he can be seen as the guy with the stability," said Barbara Bartoletti, League of Women Voters Legislative Director.

The Governor says there are about 41 pieces of legislation that includes extenders or legislation due to expire that needs to be extended and bills of immediate financial concern for several local governments. He says he will call a special session to get the work done, but only if the senate reaches a leadership agreement or else the session would be pointless.
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