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On Wednesday the new leaders of the State Senate discussed developments in their takeover of the chamber, which was locked and empty. 
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Door Is Locked, and Senate Is in Gridlock 

By DANNY HAKIM and JEREMY W. PETERS
ALBANY — The New York State Legislature remained at a standstill on Wednesday — two days after a sudden Republican takeover of the Senate — as a key Democrat wavered in his allegiance to a fragile governing coalition and the Capitol sagged further into disarray. 

Underscoring the antic nature of the leadership struggle, lawmakers on both sides of the aisle spent the day courting Hiram Monserrate, a Queens Democrat, who was indicted in March on charges of assaulting his companion with a broken glass.

Mr. Monserrate emerged at the end of the day to say he was still throwing his support behind a new leadership coalition controlled largely by Republicans. 

Democrats threatened again to go to court to prevent Republicans from taking over the Senate and kept the ornate doors to the Senate chamber locked. 

The latest upheavals prevented Republicans from fulfilling their promise to enter the Senate chamber on Wednesday to resume the session. That action — or inaction — came two days after Republicans engineered a shocking coup of the Senate brokered by the Rochester billionaire Tom Golisano and aided by two dissident Democrats: Mr. Monserrate and Pedro Espada Jr. of the Bronx.

The confusion left in limbo a number of issues that were to be decided in the waning days of the legislative session, including same-sex marriage and mayoral control of New York City’s schools. 

“This is getting a little ridiculous — they’ve got to act like adults here,” Gov. David A. Paterson lamented at a news conference Wednesday afternoon in his chambers on the second floor of the Capitol. He urged lawmakers to return to the Senate and settle the leadership fight, but he has been largely relegated to the sidelines.

The governor also made one of the more unusual pleas for sanity, imploring lawmakers to “think of the lobbyists,” explaining that they had worked hard “to persuade legislative leaders and legislators of issues.”

Talk grew among senators and aides that Senator Malcolm A. Smith, the Democrats’ leader, would be ousted by colleagues who were angry that he did not prevent the leadership upheaval or see the insurrection coming. Several senators publicly declined to express support for Mr. Smith in the morning, but by the evening, no more Democrats had joined the new coalition or openly challenged Mr. Smith. 

Senator Thomas K. Duane, a liberal Manhattan Democrat who had remained in his hotel room since Monday and skipped meetings with Senate Democrats — leading to speculation about his party loyalties — resolved on Wednesday to remain with the Democratic caucus, his staff said. “He needed some time to reassess,” said Mark Furnish, Mr. Duane’s counsel. 

Mr. Duane was said to have been weighing strategies to win passage of the same-sex marriage legislation, which has been his top priority. 

Mr. Espada, who was elected president of the Senate on Monday in an unusual power-sharing deal with the Republicans, brandished a set of keys to the chamber and vowed to resume the Senate session. Democrats asked the governor to change the locks on the Senate’s doors, but Mr. Paterson refused, aides in the governor’s office and the Senate said.

“We have access, we have keys, and we’re going to open the door to do our business,” Mr. Espada said early Wednesday. 

But that never happened. Mr. Monserrate’s talks with lawmakers on both sides of the leadership fight held up a planned 3 p.m. session, and he ultimately asked Mr. Espada and Republicans to delay reopening the Senate for a day while he continued to talk to Democrats; he said he wanted “to continue the discussions” with other Democrats “that I believe will build our coalition.”

Mr. Monserrate appeared outside the Senate chamber in the early evening beside Mr. Espada and Senator Dean G. Skelos, a Long Island Republican who was named majority leader in the Monday coup. Mr. Monserrate restated his allegiance to the two men. 

Asked whom he would support for leader, he said, “I already took a vote” on Monday.

“I don’t always agree with what Senator Skelos agrees with, and that’s O.K., because in our great democracy, we should have different views,” Mr. Monserrate said. 

The men promised to resume the Senate session on Thursday. 

A defiant Mr. Espada said he would enter the chamber for a session on Thursday even if the Democrats kept the doors bolted shut. As he was being trailed by a large group of reporters down a corridor in the Capitol, Mr. Espada pulled a gold key out of his pocket, grinned and said: “I’ve got the key. I’ve got the key.” 

Nearby, amid the crush of camera crews, a clown dispatched to the Capitol by The New York Post added to the carnival atmosphere. 

Mr. Espada also railed against his critics, calling attacks against him “way beyond the pale.” Mr. Espada has been fined more than $60,000 for failing to disclose his campaign contributions; the attorney general is investigating whether a nonprofit group he founded misappropriated money; and the Bronx district attorney is investigating whether his primary residence is in the district he represents.

Mr. Espada’s former Democratic colleagues spent much of the day mulling over their leadership. Democrats met privately Wednesday morning for about 40 minutes in their conference room on the third floor of the Capitol. When they emerged, few were willing to express any confidence that Mr. Smith would be able to hang onto his job.

Senator John L. Sampson, a Brooklyn Democrat who is seen as a potential successor to Mr. Smith, said, “Senator Smith is our leader,” adding that the caucus was “staying solid.”

But Senator Jeffrey D. Klein of the Bronx, the Democrats’ deputy leader and a sometime rival of Mr. Smith’s, said, “I can’t speculate on that,” adding, “We live day to day.”

