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A07152 Summary:

BILL NO    A07152 

SAME AS    Same as S 3340

SPONSOR    Dinowitz

COSPNSR    

MLTSPNSR   

Add S224, Eld L

Establishes the supplemental nutrition assistance program.



A07152 Actions:

BILL NO    A07152 

03/25/2009 referred to aging



A07152 Votes:



A07152 Memo:

BILL NUMBER:A7152

TITLE OF BILL:

An act to amend the elder law, in relation to establishing the

supplemental nutrition assistance program

PURPOSE:

Establishes the supplemental nutrition assistance program.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:

Section 1. Provides that any person over sixty years of age, or that

person's spouse, who is deemed eligible according to an assessment

conducted by the local area agency on aging, shall be eligible to

receive services of the supplemental nutrition assistance program.

Section 2. Effective Date

JUSTIFICATION:

SNAP began in 1984 as the Governor's Initiative to "improve health

status and well-being of its most fragile citizens by reducing their

levels of hunger, malnutrition and nutritionally related illness."

Programs were expected t,o "provide nutritious food supplementation and

be designed to target the needs of individuals, who are either homeless,

frail elderly, or low-income women, infants and children who are at

nutritional risk."

Frail Elderly are identified as persons over age 60 at or near the

poverty level who are mentally or physically disabled, socially isolated

or otherwise nutritionally at risk. Priority was to be given to

individuals who were not receiving assistance; who were below or near

the poverty level and living alone; who had one of the following chronic

diseases: heart disease, cancer, diabetes, chronic obstructive lung

disease, arthritis. Minority individuals were expected to be a

substantial part of the priority group.

SNAP funds may be used by local programs to provide the following

services: congregate and home delivered meals, case management,

nutrition counseling and nutrition education, assisted

transportation/escort, transportation, information and assistance,

outreach, in-home contact and support, senior center/recreation &

education. The greatest portion of SNAP funds are used for

home-delivered meals.

Home delivered meals are a critical component in assisting the frail

elderly to remain at home. Yet 70% of those in immediate need of

home-delivered meals are not receiving them due to inadequate funding.

Current statistics from three counties report that almost 800 frail

elderly are eligible for, but not receiving home delivered meals:

Suffolk, 273; Nassau, 413; Erie, 106. Other counties report that they

typically run out of State funding for SNAP in July or August of each

year. As a result, these counties rely on local tax dollars in order to

supplement funding for this State program.

This legislation seeks to fully fund SNAP in order to eliminate waiting

lists and to reduce the financial burden on local governments.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:

New bill.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATION TO STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS:

Savings to local Governments.

Anticipated cost to New York State: $1,000,000.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Immediately.


