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	ALBANY -- It took only a few minutes for Senate Republicans, aided by two Democrats, to destabilize the chamber, but the revolt will have significant aftershocks within the Democratic conference, and will significantly impact the of the legislative session, as well as the 2010 elections. 

With both parties claiming control of the Senate based on technical grounds, it is likely that the matter will be settled in court in the days to come. 

The Senate GOP's takeover has not only destabilized the Senate, but has also tested the leadership of Senate Democratic Leader Malcolm Smith within his own conference. 

Sen. Pedro Espada Jr., the Democrat who was tapped by Senate Republicans to serve as temporary president of the Senate, told reporters Monday evening that since the coup, he has received commitments from four or five Democrats to join his coalition with the Senate Republicans and Democratic Sen. Hiram Monserrate of Queens. He wouldn't release the names, but said that he expects them to announce shortly. Smith asserted Monday that he had the full support of the rest of the Democratic conference, beside Espada and Monserrate, but four Democrats were conspicuously absent from Smith's press conference -- former "Gang of Four" members Sens. Ruben Diaz and Carl Kruger, as well as Sens. Martin Dilan and Tom Duane. 

With less than two weeks left in the regular legislative session, the leadership question leaves a number of policy issues in flux. 

The fate of gay marriage is unclear, but opponents view the change of leadership as a prayer answered. "God always answers prayer. We've been praying that improvements be made around here. We didn't expect it quite today or this way, but we're excited," said Duane Motley, leader of New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms, which is fighting the proposed gay marriage law. Senate Republican Leader Dean Skelos opposes gay marriage, but has said he would allow Republicans to decide how to vote on the matter. Espada, who is one of the 19 co-sponsors -- all Democrats -- of the gay marriage bill. The bill has already passed in the Assembly and proponents say they are still hopeful that it will pass this year. 

One of the only major issues with a solid deadline for this session is mayoral control in New York City schools, and it may be one of the few that will actually find resolution this year. Property tax relief and ethics reform, both issues raised by the governor in recent weeks, have no specific deadline to spur action from the Senate. However, Senate Republicans and their two Democratic allies have said the purpose of the revolt was to enact reform in the Senate. One issue that may be revisited is the sweeping changes made to the Rockefeller drug law during the budget process. Senate Republicans have targeted a particular provision that allows judges to seal court records of drug offenders and have proposed an amendment to repeal the provision. 

Espada said that should he take control of the chamber, he could consider extending the session if needed. 

The revolt in the Senate will likely have significant impact on the elections leading up to the Senate fight in 2010. Senate Democrats already faced a tough battle to retain, and grow their majority in the Senate next year. 
Should the two renegade Democrats continue to ally themselves with Republicans, both could face primary challenges in the fall of 2010. 

A shift in the Senate could also shape the 23rd Congressional District race to replace Republican Congressman John McHugh, who is vacating his seat to become President Barack Obama's Army Secretary. Democratic Sen. Darrel Aubertine, who unexpectedly won his Senate seat in a heavily-Republican North Country district, is considered by Democrats to be a top candidate. Aubertine has been eyeing a run, but has faced significant pressure to remain in the Senate. 




