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Barrios-Paoli New DFTA Commissioner
- fred_scaglione @ 1:08 pm EST

Lilliam Barrios-Paoli has been appointed to be Commissioner of New York City’s Department for the Aging (DFTA). Mayor Michael Bloomberg made the announcement at a mid-day, City Hall press conference. Barrios-Paoli’s appointment follows the sudden resignation last Friday of Edwin Mendez-Santiago who had led DFTA since 2002. 
Barrios-Paoli comes to DFTA following a long career in both City government and the nonprofit sector. Most recently, she has served as President and Chief Executive Officer at Safe Space since 2004. Prior to joining Safe Space, she served for seven years as Senior Vice President and Chief Executive for Agency Services at United Way of New York City. 

Barrios-Paoli’s government resume includes service as Commissioner at three agencies -- the Department of Employment, the Department of Housing Preservation and Development and the Human Resources Administration. She had also served as Executive Director of Lincoln Hospital. 

“Lilliam’s experience in the nonprofit world and her knowledge of the inner workings of city government make her the best person to lead the Department for the Aging in the 21st century,” said Mayor Bloomberg in making the announcement. 

“I am deeply honored that I was asked to do this,” said Barrios-Paoli. “I had not planned to come back to city government but I am thrilled. I am looking forward to being at DFTA. It is an agency I always admired and I think I am at the correct age finally to head it.” 

“On behalf of United Neighborhood Houses, I want to applaud the Mayor’s appointment today of Lilliam Barrios-Paoli as the Commissioner of New York City’s Department for the Aging,” said Nancy Wackstein, Executive Director of United Neighborhood Houses (UNH). “Her experience as CEO of a non-profit organization, coupled with extensive, in-depth knowledge leading other City agencies, will no doubt make her an effective leader in supporting critical community-based services for older adults. We look forward to working in partnership with Ms. Barrios-Paoli.” 

“We are pleased with Lilliam Barrios-Paoli’s appointment,” said Bobby Sackman, Director of Public Policy for the Council of Senior Centers and Services. “She has a long history of working both in government and the nonprofit world. She has good working relationships with community providers and we look forward to working with her.” 

And the RFP? 

Lilliam Barrios-Paoli’s appointment as new Commissioner for the Department for the Aging (DFTA) comes at a time of significant stress for the City’s senior services system. During the past year, DFTA has undertaken a three-part “modernization” program which included restructuring of Case Management and Home Delivered Meals programs. A outstanding Request for Proposals to establish a new model of Senior Center programs has generated significant controversy with providers, advocates and the City Council calling for pause or cancellation in the procurement effort. 

“The RFP is an issue of discussion between stakeholders and the Council,” said Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services Linda Gibbs when the issue came up during today’s press conference. “No decision has been made to change the schedule at this point. Clearly, this is something that Lilliam and I will be talking about with all stake holders in the very near future.”
