Update on the New York State
Elder Abuse Prevalence Study

New York State Elder Abuse Study:
Project Partners

e Lilespan of Greater Rochesler, Inc (Lifespan)

> Weill Medical College of Cornell University {Comnell)
¥ The New York City Department for the Aging (DFTA)
Principal investigators:

Mark Lachs, MD (Cometi)
Jackie Berman, FhD (DFTA)

The projecl is being partially fundad by the New York State Childien
and Famdly Trust Fund, a program adminislered under the NYS
Office of Children and Famriy Services
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¢ History and importance of elder abuse study in
New York State
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Early Prevalence Studies
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More Recent Prevalence
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Early Incidence Study
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o Tatara & Thomas (1998). Sentinel research
design using representative probability
sample of 20 counties: 1) local APS and area
agencies on aging; and 2) about 1,100
trained “sentinels” from public and privale

agencies.

Findings: 1.2% of abused elderly




Road to the Study
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Over 20 years of discussion
-NYS has third largest population of those 65+

-No mandatory reporting (APS-Law enforcement
exception) so no comprehensive data

-Lacking funds for a valid study

2004 “Target Elder Abuse” NYS
Summit

Priority 2 Recommendation:

e “ Conduct a statewide research study to
define the nature and scope of elder abuse,
establish the baseline of prevalence and
incidence, and develop a methodology for
ongoing data collection and analysis for
purposes of policy, planning, program
development and evaluation”.

Action Steps
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1. Create a HYS E.A Coalition to develop proposal for the study

2. Davelop lhe melhod for engoing data collection { key plece included for
both stsdies 1)

3. Secure funding for the Study
- OCFS, (Hoyl) Child and Family Trus! Fund provided 3 year
funding- referenced Summit

4. Conduct and complete tha slatewida research study during a 3 year
period
AY 50 siatas gat Fedesal §5 for Chid Abuse Prevention progrems, oaly

NYS, theough Evacitve of Legisiativa appropriabons, lunds Domasts
Violenoe & BEifer Abuse plal programs

Fer fdwre fundng of E A programs. i e, codl effective, targetad fundag
the Trust Fund cose to provida §3 1o hind the study thru TFP.




: Implications of the Studies
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e Statewide and regional data

- Policy, lunding implications

~ Is NYS unique? More or less than other studies
have found? (1998 National Study)

~ Which lype of abuse most prevalent where?

- What is the gap between reports to APS, Law
Enforcement, elc. and sell reports?

- What laws need to be enacted to address the
problem?

Implications of the Studies
s S e e

e Common definitions by agencies
e More education about the problem?

o National attention on this study & applicability
to other states

o Your thoughts????

Road to the Prevalence study:
Methodology

o Instrument Construction
e Subject Safety
e Data Collection

e Collaboration




Use and Modification of Instruments

Conflict taclics scale has been preferred instrument
in violence research

Problematic for many forms of elder abuse
Modilied 1o reflect other aclors
Used gerontolegical instruments (e.g. ADLs, IADLS)

Proxy and extensive salely prolocols

Creation of New ltems:
Financial Exploitation

Every instrument purported to measure financial
exploitation in older people reviewed

No instrument was fully appropriate:
- Did not caplure range of aclivities

- Not cufturaliy/socially appropriate

- Not “modem™

Consensus technique used to test and generate items

Unachievable without partnership

Subject Safety

Extensive protocols lo assure individuals who
needed assistance could have follow-up

Approved by several IRBs
Lelters o subjecls who wanled lhem
Everyone made lhemselves available

Forlunalely, a non issue!




- Data Collection:
Cornell Survey Research Institute

= Telephone sample using random digit dialing

Highly accomplished resource in lthaca with experience
interviewing older people

« Scientifically valid sampling method of NYS

» Over-sampling of diverse communilies weighted for regions;
English and Spanish

= N=4,000; the largest study ever conducted

Where We Are
s e O e e DA A B P P |

» Dala collection is dene!
« Successlul sampling!

e Excellenl representation of all regiens of New York State
weighted by pepulation

= Awaiting reported case sludy for comparison
= Now comas the funshard part!

e Stay tuned...

Road to the Documented Study
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+ Challenges in approaching methodology
- No mandatery reporting recotd keeping
- System ddlerencas within organizations and between gaographic areas of
stata

o ldantilied Service Areas

s ldenlified Key Stakeholders (partnership a must)
@ Developed Questionnaire

 |AB approval

« Pilot test




Major Service Areas Serving Elder
Abuse Victims (in red cenlralized databases)

Adult Protective Services

Agng Senvices

Dstrict Aternays

Etder Abuse Cealtion membaers L o -
New York Stata Crima Victms Board p 2
funded programs

Hew Yok State Domests Viclarce
Programs o
» Law Enforcament {Domestic y
trcldant Report data) i e AL

=0 0 0 e

Developing Questionnaire: Identified
Data Fields (for 60+ by caunty)

s Tolal numbar of unduplicated elder abuse{60+)

s Demographic data of victims:
- AR

- Gands

- Hosahail corptedon
- Povey

- Raaghnily

+ Demegraphic dala ol abuseys:
- A
- Gonder
- Petaicnehip of sbuser

s Types ol mistreatment

s Referral source

s Dieposition - referral to othars

Where We Are
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o Dalacollection in process

s ldentifying additional programs within service areas

+ Interesting oulcomes already
- Raimng awarenass ol n2ed for data systems

« Slay tuned....




